Introduced by Council Members Gulliford & Bowman: 

RESOLUTION 2015-479
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF FLETCHER HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER ED LANGE AND EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES UPON HIS PASSING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Ed Lange graduated from the University of Notre Dame where he played varsity baseball until a knee injury derailed his plans for a professional baseball career; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Lange began his teaching career at Fletcher High School in Neptune Beach in 1982 and taught there for 33 years, retiring just days before his passing on June 10, 2015; and 
WHEREAS, Ed Lange was known by fellow educators and students alike as a caring teacher and coach who provided encouragement, compassion, mentorship, friendship and when necessary, tough love to help young people realize their full potential in life; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Lange was not only a teacher but also a coach who led student-athletes to achievements in basketball, baseball, softball, football, and golf; and

WHEREAS, Ed Lange was devoted to his students, dozens of whom credit him with the success they experienced in their lives; and 
WHEREAS, by 1988 Ed Lange had developed a law studies curriculum that he continued growing and improving throughout the rest of his 27 year career at the high school, including converting his classroom into a mock trial courtroom complete with judge’s bench, jury box, witness stand and counsel’s tables; and


WHEREAS, Ed Lange developed one of the most successful mock trial programs in the State of Florida and in the nation, winning state mock trial championships in 1997 and 2014, finishing in the top six teams in the state a remarkable 14 times, and placing in the top 20 teams in the Yale Bulldog Invitational, the Empire International Competition in New York, and the National High School Mock Trial Competition; and 


WHEREAS, more important than the competition titles was the development of confidence, poise and communication abilities in thousands of young men and women through discipline, long hours of practice and through exposure in the classroom to the expertise of legal professionals including dozens of trial judges, appellate judges and Florida Supreme Court justices who have visited his classroom to introduce his students to the law; and


WHEREAS, the effectiveness of Ed Lange’s program can be seen in the quality of its graduates, over 150 of whom have eventually graduated from law school and 35 of whom have become sworn law enforcement with a variety of local, state and federal law enforcement agencies; and


WHEREAS, Ed Lange’s efforts in his professional career led to numerous recognitions, including recently being named as "Teacher of the Year" by the Justices of the Florida Supreme Court; and 


WHEREAS, Ed Lange was not only an excellent teacher and coach but also a wonderful person who cared deeply about others; and

WHEREAS, Ed Lange was most importantly a devoted husband to his wife Joanne, father to his son Brad, father-in-law to his daughter-in-law Carson, and brother to his five siblings; and
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville is extremely saddened to learn of the sudden passing of Mr. Lange just days after his retirement from a long and successful teaching career, and desires to commemorate his outstanding career and to extend condolences to his family, friends and former students; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the outstanding teaching and coaching career of Ed Lange at Fletcher High School and expresses its deepest sympathies to Mr. Lange’s family, colleagues, friends and former students upon the sad occasion of his sudden passing. His positive influence on the lives of thousands of students will be long and fondly remembered by all who knew him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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